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security was deposited on the 7th instant. It was forfeited on the
20th. There was no change of tone or policy, for, there was nothing
to change. The Independent was edited by a barrister who wrote
always under restraint and with dignity. On Mr. Joseph's in-
carceration it was taken up by Mr. Mahadev Desai with whose
style the readers of Young India are not unfamiliar. The security
was forfeited because of its articles, "Let Us Also See It Through"
and "Mrs. Nehru's Message". The first contains a list of volun-
teers and the second is a balanced review of the position. But the
local Government contend that the articles "contain words which
have a tendency to interfere with the administration of the law
and with the maintenance of law and order." The law we know,
the notification of disbandment; the order too we know, the prohi-
bition of the holding of public meetings. And the Independent has
certainly, in common with the whole of the nationalist Press, en-
couraged interference with such law and such order.
But the Government will soon find out its mistake. The In-
dependent may die but the spirit that it has evoked among the people
cannot die. The Independent may not be printed but it can be
written. If the editor is a trustee for his employers, he has also
his own individuality to keep. Mahadev Desai, the editor, lives,
although the printer in him may sleep for a while. And I am
hoping that he will now write his paper instead of printing it.
The readers will benefit by the enforced condensation of news and
editorial notes. For multiplying copies I suggest the use of roneo,
cyclostyle or chromograph. And if the law or its arbitrary inter-
pretation permits the Government to confiscate even a cyclostyle
or a roneo, Mr. Dcsai's pen can still serve the country until he
himself is confiscated and lodged in the Central Jail of Allahabad*
Nationalist Press proprietors beware. They may not abandon
their mission till the bottom, penny has been spent up in the
cause.
A "HOPEFUL SIGN"
There is no doubt that all this repression has stirred the law-
yers and the students throughout India. Many lawyers in Calcutta
would have nothing to do with the reception to the Viceroy, Many
Howrah lawyers have suspended practice. The Bar Association of
the Punjab has lodged an energetic protest against the trial of
Lala Lajpat Rai and others in jail and against the prohibition of
attendance at the trial save to a few members of Lalaji's family.
Many more pleaders in Bihar and Assam have announced sus-
pension of practice. From Delhi, Dr. Ansari writes :